
 

For Immediate Release—March 20, 2015 

The New Press to Publish THE FERGUSON REPORT 

“There was a whole structure there, according to the Justice Department report, that indicated 

both racism and just a disregard for what law enforcement's supposed to do.”  

—President Barack Obama 

New York, NY—The New Press has announced it will publish paperback and e-book editions of 

the U.S. Department of Justice’s “Investigation of the Ferguson Police Department” in July. The 

New Press editions will include a substantive introduction by Theodore M. Shaw, Julius L. 

Chambers Distinguished Professor of Law and director of the Center for Civil Rights at the 

University of North Carolina School of Law at Chapel Hill and former president of the NAACP 

Legal Defense and Educational Fund.  

Released online on March 4, 2015,  the Justice Department report is the culmination of a six-

month investigation of the justice system in Ferguson, Missouri, following the  shooting by police 

of Michael Brown, an unarmed African American teenager. The report details rampant injustice 

in the Ferguson police department and court system, which, according to U.S. Attorney General 

Eric Holder, “consistently approached law enforcement not as a means for protecting public 

safety, but as a way to generate revenue. . . . Officers routinely violate the Fourth Amendment in 

stopping people without reasonable suspicion, arresting them without probable cause, and using 

unreasonable force against them.” 

The introduction to The Ferguson Report by Theodore M. Shaw will contextualize the report with 

respect to nationwide issues of policing, race, and justice. Professor Shaw served on the Obama 

Transition Team after the 2008 presidential election; was team leader for the Civil Rights 

Division of the Justice Department; and, while on the faculty of the University of Michigan Law 

School, served on the committee that promulgated the affirmative action admissions policy and 

program that was upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court in 2003 in Grutter v. Bollinger. The 

paperback and e-book editions of The Ferguson Report will be offered for $10.00. Shaw will be 

available for interviews about the report beginning July 21, 2015.  

 
New Press Executive Director Diane Wachtell calls the report “a sad, sobering, and important 

document, which provides a snapshot of law enforcement at the start of the twenty-first century, 

with resonance far beyond one small town in Missouri.” Ellen Adler, The New Press’s publisher, 

predicts that “the Justice Department Report on policing in Ferguson will take its place on the 

shelf next to the Kerner Commission Report, the 9/11 Commission Report, and the Senate 

Intelligence Committee Report on Torture as a landmark piece of American history,” adding, “It 

is a crucial document that deserves the widest possible readership.” 

 

The New Press publishes the country’s preeminent trade list of criminal justice titles, including 

Race to Incarcerate by Marc Mauer; The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander, which has been 

on the New York Times paperback nonfiction bestseller list for 119 weeks and is number 9 this 



week; Burning Down the House by Nell Bernstein, on juvenile justice; and the forthcoming 

Understanding Mass Incarceration by James Kilgore.  

The New Press also has a notable history of publishing important primary source documents 

speaking to key aspects of U.S. history. One of The New Press’s earliest publications was a series 

of audio recordings and transcripts of U.S. Supreme Court oral arguments, which became a 

bestseller when the Court tried to block publication. Other primary source publications include 

declassified government texts on the Iran-Contra scandal, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the 

Torture Memos, as well as collections of White House e-mails and secret presidential recordings 

from the Oval Office.  

Responses to The Ferguson Report 

 

“I was shocked but not that surprised . . . all of the police departments, all of the mayors and 

county and other officials throughout the country [need to] take a look in the mirror and see what 

you’re doing.”  —Colin Powell, former U.S. Secretary of State  

 

“What the Justice Department report demonstrates is that we’re not crazy. You know, the young 

people in Ferguson, the old people in Ferguson, who said, ‘We feel like we’re living in occupied 

territory,’ were telling the truth. . . .There is a system of racial and social control in communities 

of color across America.” —Michelle Alexander, author of The New Jim Crow 

 

“Utterly devastating.” —Charles Blow 

 

“Scathing.” —Wolf Blitzer 

 

“The scope of the racism and appalling behavior is worse than I expected.” —Jeffrey Toobin, 

legal analyst for CNN and the New Yorker 

 

“Damning.” —Gwen Ifill 

 

 

 

For more information or to set up an interview with Theodore M. Shaw, contact Julie McCarroll, 

jmccarroll@thenewpress.com 


